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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
20 1. Field of the Invention 

The invention generally relates to an armrest, and in 
particular relates to a portable armrest which is selectively 
attachable to the arms of an existing chair. 

25 

2. Description of the Related Art 

Many millions of individuals attend public or private 
events in which the individual is seated upon an existing 
30 chair while watching the events. Oftentimes, the chairs 

provided at these events have arms having hard surfaces, and 
it is therefore uncomfortable for the individual to rest 
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period of time. Accordingly, there is a need for a portable 
armrest, selectively attachable to the arms of an existing 
chair, for cushioning the arms of an individual seated upon 
the chair from the hard surfaces of the arms of the chair. 
5 A variety of armrests are available. For example, 

United States Patent No. 4,576,351 to Brink appears to show 
an armrest suitable for use by a stroke victim that is 
capable of propping the victim's arm at an incline to prevent 
accumulation of fluids in the hand and wrist area. 

10 Additionally, United States Patent No. 5,722,713 to Santa 
Cruz appears to show a removable armrest for attachment to 
the windowsill of a vehicle door. Furthermore, United States 
Patent No. 5,797,655 to Miles appears to show an armrest 
which is selectively attachable to an arm of a chair, having 

15 a leg for supporting the arm rest upon a surface. 

While these devices may be suitable for the particular 
purpose employed, or for general use, they would not be as 
suitable for the purposes of the present invention as 
disclosed hereafter. 
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SUMMARY OP THE INVENTION 



It is an object of the invention to provide an armrest 
for an existing chair, which enables a user to sit in the 
5 chair comfortably for extended periods of time. Accordingly, 
the armrest has a soft pad which cushions the arms of the 
user from the hard surfaces of the arms of the chair, thereby 
enabling the user to sit in the chair comfortably for 
extended periods of time, 

10 It is another object of the invention to provide an 

armrest which is easily and selectively attached to the arm 
of an existing chair. Accordingly, the armrest has two U- 
shaped brackets, each capable of selectively engaging the 
longitudinal sides and lower surface of the arm of the chair, 

15 thereby providing an armrest which is easily and selectively 
attached to the arm of the existing chair. 

It is yet another object of the invention to produce a 
portable armrest which is not unduly expensive. Accordingly, 
the armrest is constructed from inexpensive materials and its 

20 cost is not prohibitive. 

The invention is a portable armrest for use with an 
existing chair, for cushioning the arms of a user from the 
hard surfaces of the arms of the chair. The portable armrest 
has a soft, substantially rectangular pad, a rigid base 

25 attached to the lower surface of the pad, and a pair of U- 
shaped brackets attached to the lower surface of the base of 
the pad. The portable armrest is selectively attached to the 
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arm of the existing chair by positioning the armrest above 
the upper surface of the arm of the chair and by pressing the 
armrest vertically downward, in order to engage the brackets 
with the arm of the chair* In an alternate embodiment, the 
5 armrest is additionally provided with a strap assembly for 
further securing the armrest to the arm of the chair. 

To the accomplishment of the above and related objects 
the invention may be embodied in the form illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings. Attention is called to the fact, 
10 however, that the drawings are illustrative only. Variations 
are contemplated as being part of the invention, limited only 
by the scope of the claims. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 



In the drawings, like elements are depicted by like 
reference numerals. The drawings are briefly described as 
5 follows . 

FIG 1 is an exploded view of a first embodiment of a 
portable armrest positioned for attachment to an existing 
chair arm. 

10 

FIG 2 is a perspective view of the first embodiment of 
the portable armrest after attachment to the existing chair 
arm. 

15 FIG 3 is a cross-sectional view taken along line 3-3 of 

FIG 2. 

FIG 4 is a perspective view of the first embodiment of 
the portable armrest after attachment to the existing chair 
20 arm. 

FIG 5 is a perspective view of a second embodiment of 
the portable armrest, additionally having a strap assembly 
for selective attachment to an arm of a chair. 

25 



5 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 



FIG 1 illustrates a first embodiment of a portable 
armrest 10 positioned for attachment to an existing chair 14 
5 having at least one arm 12. The portable armrest 10 

comprises a substantially rectangular cushioned pad 16 having 
an upper surface 16U, a substantially flat lower surface 16L, 
two opposing lateral sides 16S, a front 16F, and a rear 16R. 
The pad 16 is substantially constructed from a soft, foam 

10 material. The portable armrest 10 has a substantially 

rectangular rigid base 17 having a lower surface 17L, and an 
upper surface 17U upon which the lower surface of the pad 16L 
is attached, in order to support the pad 16. The portable 
armrest 10 further comprises a pair of substantially U-shaped 

15 brackets 18 , each having a substantially rectangular upper 
portion 18U having a top surface 18T and a bottom surface 
18B. The top surface 18T has two opposing edges 18E. The 
top surface 18T of each bracket 18 is rigidly attached to the 
lower surface 17L of the base 17. The bottom surface 18B of 

20 the upper portion 18U of the bracket 18 has two opposing, 
flexible side portions 18S extending vertically downward 
therefrom, which together define an inside opening 
therebetween. Each side portion 18S has a lower portion 18L 
having an inwardly extending lip 24 extending therefrom. The 

25 lips 24 are opposed to each other. The flexible side 

portions 18S and the opposing lips 24 are used to center and 



6 



firmly attach the portable armrest 10 to the arm 12 of the 
existing chair 14. 

The substantially rectangular am 12 of the chair 14 has 
an upper surface 12U, a lower surface 12L, two opposing 
5 longitudinal sides 12S, a front 12F, and a rear 12R, the arm 
12 having a width between the longitudinal sides 12S. 

The hatched line in FIG 1 indicates the direction that 
the portable armrest 10 is installed onto the arm 12 of the 
chair 14 in order to selectively attach the portable armrest 

10 10 to the arm 12. In particular, the portable armrest 10 is 
positioned above the upper surface 12U of the arm 12, with 
the two opposing flexible side portions 18S of each of the 
brackets 18 extending vertically downward toward the arm 12 
alongside the longitudinal sides 12S of the arm 12. After 

15 selective attachment of the armrest 10 to the arm 12 of the 
chair 14 , one of the brackets 18 is attached in proximity to 
the front 12F of the arm 12, and the other bracket 18 is 
attached in proximity to the rear 12R of the arm 12. 

The portable armrest 10 is used by a user having at 

20 least one arm, in conjunction with a chair 14 having at least 
one arm 12 , for cushioning the at least one arm of the user 
as it rests upon the at least one arm 12 of the chair 14. In 
general, most available existing chairs 14 have two arms 12. 
For such chairs 14, a portable armrest 10 would be 

25 selectively attached to each of the two arms 12 of the chair 
14. 
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It is contemplated that the portable armrest 10 would be 
packaged and sold with an accompanying drawstring bag, in 
order to enable the user to easily transport and store the 
portable armrest 10. The portable armrest 10 may be provided 

5 in a variety of shapes and sizes so that it may be "snapped 
on" to a large variety of arms 12 on existing chairs 14. In 
particular, the portable armrest 10 is sized with an inside 
opening width between side portions 18S so that after 
slightly flexing the side portions 18S by pushing the 

10 portable armrest 10 in the direction of the hatched line 

shown in FIG 1 to allow the opposing lips 24 to extend fully 
to the lower surface 12L of the arm 12, the side portions 18S 
rest flush against the longitudinal sides 12S of the arm 12. 
The side portions 18S are sized so that after attachment of 

15 the portable armrest 10 to the arm 12 of the existing chair 
14, the opposing lips 24 firmly engage the lower surface 12L 
of the arm 12, and thereby prevent the portable armrest 10 
from inadvertently slipping off of the arm 12 of the chair 
14. 

20 FIG 2 is a view of the first embodiment of the portable 

armrest 10 after attachment to the arm 12 of the existing 
chair 14 by "snapping on" the portable armrest 10 to the arm 
12. The opposing side portions 18S of each of the U-shaped 
brackets 18 are substantially flush against the opposing 

25 longitudinal sides 12S of the arm 12. The lips 24, partially 
obscured in FIG 2 by the arm 12 of the chair 14, firmly 



anchor the portable armrest 10 to the lower surface I2L of 
the arm 12. 

FIG 3 is a cross-sectional view of the portable armrest 
10 after selective attachment to the arm 12 of the existing 
5 chair 14. The lips 24 of one of the brackets 18 are seen to 
tightly engage the lower surface 12L of the arm 12, thereby 
preventing the portable armrest 10 from inadvertently 
slipping off of the arm 12 of the chair 14 during use. In 
combination, the opposing side portions 18S and the lips 24 

10 of the portable armrest 10 bracket the longitudinal sides 12S 
and the lower surface 12L, respectively, of the arm 12 of the 
chair 14. As seen in FIG 3, the bottom surface 18B of the 
upper portion 18U of the bracket 18 does not substantially 
contact the upper surface 12U of the arm 12. In an alternate 

15 embodiment, the bottom surface 18B of the upper portion 18U 
of the bracket 18 does substantially contact the upper 
surface 12U of the arm 12. In such an embodiment, in 
combination, the bottom surface 18B of the upper portion 18U, 
the opposing side portions 18S, and the lips 24 of the 

20 bracket 18 selectively engage the upper surface 12U, the 
longitudinal sides 12S and the lower surface 12L, 
respectively, of the arm 12 of the chair 14. 

FIG 4 is a view of the first embodiment of the portable 
armrest 10 after attachment to the arm 12 of an existing 

25 chair 14 having two arms 12. Obviously, in use, an 

additional armrest 10 would generally be attached to the 
other arm 12 of the chair 14. 
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As described above, the portable armrest 10 may be 
pressed or "snapped on" to an arm 12 of an existing chair 14. 
Additionally, if the arm 12 has consistent width, the 
portable armrest 10 can be longitudinally slipped onto the 
5 arm 12 by extending the front 12F or rear 12R of the arm 12 
through the inside opening defined by the opposing side 
portions 18S and the opposing lips 24 of the two brackets 18 
of the portable armrest 10. 

FIG 5 illustrates a second embodiment of the portable 

10 armrest 10, having a pair of brackets 18, as in the first 
embodiment, but also having a strap assembly 28, having a 
strap 20 attached in proximity to one of the lateral sides 
16S of the pad 16, and a strip 22 of fastening material 
attached in proximity to the other lateral side 16S of the 

15 pad 16. The strap 20 has an attached strip 22 of fastening 
material. In such an embodiment, the portable armrest 10 is 
selectively attached to the arm 12 of the chair 14 by the 
brackets 18, as in the first embodiment, but is also anchored 
to the arm 12 by wrapping the strap 20 around the lower 

20 surface 12L of the arm 12 and mating the strip 22 of 

fastening material on the strap 20 with the strip 22 of 
fastening material attached in proximity to one of the 
lateral sides 16S of the pad 16. In this embodiment, the 
lips 24 of the brackets 18 and the strap assembly 28 act 

25 together to keep the portable armrest 10 in place. In yet 
another embodiment, the portable armrest 10 has a pair of 
opposing straps, wherein each of the straps is attached in 

10 



proximity to a different one of the lateral sides 16S of the 
pad 16, and wherein each strap has an attached strip of 
fastening material. In such an embodiment, the portable 
armrest 10 is selectively attached to the arm 12 of the chair 
5 14, by use of the brackets 18 as described above, and 

additionally by wrapping the opposing straps around the lower 
surface 12L of the arm 12 and mating the straps by mating the 
strip of fastening material on one of the straps with the 
opposing strip of fastening material on the other strap. 

10 In use, a user positions the first embodiment of the 

portable armrest 10 above the upper surface 12U of the arm 12 
of the chair 14 and presses vertically downward, in order to 
selectively engage the lips 24 extending inwardly from the 
side portions 18S with the lower surface 12L of the arm 12. 

15 If a strap assembly 28 is provided, the portable armrest 10 
is additionally attached to the arm 12 by wrapping the strap 
20 around the lower surface 12L of the arm 12 and mating the 
strip 22 of fastening material on the strap 20 with the strip 
22 of fastening material attached in proximity to one of the 

20 lateral sides 16S of the pad 16. 

In conclusion, herein is presented a portable armrest 
for a chair, for cushioning the arms of a user while sitting 
in the chair. The invention is illustrated by example in the 
drawing figures, and throughout the written description. It 

25 should be understood that numerous variations are possible, 
while adhering to the inventive concept. Such variations are 
contemplated as being a part of the present invention. 
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